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“ Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save: neither his ear | 7 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have ated between you and your God, 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”—Isaiak. 
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REMARES 


(Reported by Elder G. C. Ferguson.) | 


Sacrament being administered, Pre- | testify. that we, as people, are 
sident Wells came forward and said— a receive him when he comes, ~~ 
The a taught by the Latter- | and no people are so blessed as “= 
day Saints are no ordinary principles, | they who thus wait on the Lord. Ko 
but embrace the salvation of th whole 
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m vants of God have been sent through | they are prepared. Supposethe Berg: ~ 
the world to bear testimony to their | was to comedown before this prepare- 
truth, We have partaken of the | tion was made, and begin to over arm 
Sacrament, because Jesus had said, | the tables as he did in the T apie me 
Do this in rem days of old. This generation, dad” 
ey the would kill essen 
as they daa Joseph Smithy forthe 
i, the grand consumma- | same Treason. “He 
g withheld until a time in | come again to be slain, but to pam 
Mi future, when the Lord would again | the and turn the = Pcie 
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firs receive him? I. the Simeon of old, 
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of His second coming, I 
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that they may be spared to take part 
in the great work, for a great work 
must be done, on behalf of the dead 
as well as of the living, they being 
imperfect without us, and we imperfect 
without them. Let us be thankful, 
also, for the blessings granted to us 
by God. We meet here this after- 
noon, in this comfortable hall, without 
any one todisturb us. The Former- 
day Saints were not always so privi- 
leged. They had to pass through 
much suffering and persecution ; nei- 
ther have the Latter-day Saints been 
always so happily situated as we are 
here now. Miany looking back to the 
sufferings and trials which the people 
of God formerly endured, have wished 
they could have suffered along with 
them, and deemed it a privilege to 
receive a martyr’s crown; and | can 
promise every Latter-day Saint all 
the persecution they can endure, if 
they remain faithful to their covenant. 
Some may be tried in one way, and 


some in another, yet it is not in times | 


REMARKS. 


direct us wrong, He would overni 
it for good. The real business of , 
servant of God, is to direct and assist 
the people by his counsel, and heng 
the desire to have the Saints go oy 
one ship, that they may be bound 
together and help each other, being 
led by the same Spirit, and striving 
to help one another. We wish tobe 
united upon the Gospel plan, to have 
power with God, and be a)le to save 
those who are attached to us by the 
ties of consanguinity. We will ulti- 
mately drive the Devil from the earth, 
and even though his power has over- 
spread the world, we have reclaimed 
one small spot from his grasp, and we 
wish the Saints to flee to it, for great 
judgments are about to be poured out 


_except by obeying the Gospel, and 


of the greatest trial that we are most 


likely to fall. It is in the times of 
peace, when men lay by their armor, 
that they are most easily overcome. 
Some of you are about to emigrate, 
and you may see many imperfections, 
and, perhaps, things that are posi- 
tively wrony, in those who are ap- 
pointed to lead you; but, if every 
one of God’s servants were to do 


wrong, that would not make the truth | 


false. The object and design of the 
Gospel is to make men perfect. Peter, 
on the day of Pentecost, said, ‘‘Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for tie re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of tue Holy Ghost, for the 
promise is unto you and to your child- 
ren.” Now, some men make greater 
progress in repentance than others, 
and may appear nearly perfect in one 
class of circumstances; but, place the 
same men in other circumstances, and 
their imperfections appear more mani- 
fest. ur whole souls, therefore, 
ought to be bound up in the Gospel, 
not in men. Even supposing, how- 


vver, that a servant of God were va 


on the nations. The Lord has begun 
to assert his authority over the earth, 
and will destroy the tabernacles of the 
wicked. There is no way of escape 


coming out from Babylon. Let every 
person, then, who would escape, unite 
themselves to the kingdom of God, 
and not be afraid of trifles. When 
you get to the Plains, you will have 
to learn a business you never wer 


ho 
bold 


Prayer is the 
with we see God. 


wing wherewith the soul flies to heaven, and meditation the eye where 


used to. If you have a goodly por pt 
tion of the Holy Ghost, everything ute 
will come well with you, and you an 
will be enabled to learn the p = 
duties necessary in travelling, —you 
willlearn to drive oxen, they themselves xh 
will teach you; but if you use rough = 
language, and curse and swear at the ee 
animals, they will catch that influence x 
too. The Lord has said he will haves vi 
tried people, and I do not suppose ae 
our Father would have sent us here c 
to encounter all such trials, if we wae 
could have been as well without them. * 
We came forth from our first estate om 
having kept that, let us keep this also, bh 
that we may belong to the mi ; 
class. There is a living stream coming 
forth to all that do right, and we, # ae 
a people, have more to bless us ~ 
any other people; yet, we are f. 
capable of receiving all at once. " 
us, therefore, possess our souls i rf 
patience, till we finally come 
stature of Christ Jesus. Amen a} 
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No sooner had Christ and his Apos- 
¢s planted their infant Churches, 
an Satan sent unto them his emis- 
vies. No sooner were the doctrines 
f truth sown, than darkness and 
eath spread amongst the seeds of life, 
r. we find the Church in the Apos- 
es’ times was rent with dissensions, 
oubled with false doctrine, and de- 
sel by the shameful practices of 
use professors. The Apostles en- 
eavored to set these right as long as 
bey lived. In the 5th chapter of the 
kets of the Apostles, we find hypo- 
rites entered the Church, but their 
eward soon followed them. In the 
th chapter of the same book, we read 
bat Suuon Magus, after his baptism, 
hought that he could purchase with 
od the power to confer the Holy 
most; and in the 15th chapter, that 
the false doctrines had taken such 
fold amongst the peorle, that the 
Apostles were obliged to call a council 
t Jerusalem, to determine the dis- 
uted points. Inthe 20th chapter, we 
ind St. Paul telling his hearers, that 
ater his departure there would arise 
use teachers among themselves, and 
exhorting them to be aware of such. 
in the 16th chapter of Romans, he 
peaks of divisions, and those in the 
Church who tauzht strange doctrines. 
tis plain, also, that the Epistles to 
the Corinthians were expressly writ- 
“1 to reprove that already corrupted 
Church, for the many abuses that had 
wept into it. (The reader had better 
read these epistles, as it is not our in- 
sation to transcribe all the points of 
niting of it.) ‘The Bpistlo to the 
lalatians was writt 
ecause newly 
rawn away by 
then the truths preached 
chapter Apostle. The 2nd 
to the Collos- 
abroad at false teachers we-e 
into the emerged heresies had — 
writin when the Apostle 
to the The them. The 2nd Epistle 
essalonians was written, to 
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ECCLESIASTICAL CORRUPTION AND APOSTACY. 


BY ELDER J. H. DONNELLON, 


correct an error in the Church con-, 
cerning the near approach of Christ’s 
second advent. The writer shows, in 
the 2nd chapter, that two great events 
must transpire before that day— 
namely, a general apostacy, and the. 
revelation of the great antichrist ; and, 
it is very plain that the Apostle looked 
forward to a time when there would 
be a famine for the word of God, as 
the, Prophets lad foretold. The 
Epistle to Timothy gives the names 
of certain persons who did much mis- 
chief in the Church. The Epistle to 
Titus shows, that all, who sought 
office, and some who had entered into 
the ministry, were not fit to feed the 
flock of God; also, that false doctrines 
were abroad, and that foolish questions 
and old wives’ fables were in repute 
amongst the believers. The Epistles 
of St. Peter, if carefully read and con- 
sidered, show that he did not think 
those whom he had addressed attained 
to the standard of true doctrines, or 
that their conduct was such as should 
be taken for a model. The Gospel 
aud ist Epistle of St. John, when ex- 
amined closely, show that they were 
in a great measure written to refute 
false doctrines. The 2nd Epistle 
warns her who received it to be aware 
of false doctrines, and the 3rd even 
mentions one who was ambitious of 
pre-eminence and did much harm, 
and tells the Sainis not to receive 
such into their houses, nor bid them 
God ‘speed. The general Epistle of 
Jude, as is plainly to be seen, was ex- 
pressly written to point out false. 
teachers, and warn against false doc- 
trines then abroad amongst the church- 
es; and the whole book of Revelation, 
the 2nd and 3rd chapter especially, 
show a perfect picture of the Christian 
churches at that time, and a deplo- 


rable picture it is. The Lord himself 
is the one who ;, ome of false Apog- 
tles, and of the Church haying even 


at that time fallen from a state of 
union and ig. Such is a true 
picture of the hristian Church in 
the time of the last of the Apostles, 
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and if we look at it in after ages, it 
is only to find the shades of the pic- 
ture grow still darker. The life of 
the Church is now gone, ard it isa 
mere absurdity to appeal to the writ- 
ings of those who succeeded the Apos- 
tles, as itis simply going to a polluted 
fountain expecting to find pure water. 
The trumpet sound of the Gospel, 
blown by the ancient fathers, was in 
harmony with that of the Apostles in 
some things, but its sound became 
more uncertain day by day. Of the 
truth of this, we shall adduce a few 
instances. Ignatius, who lived and 
wrote at the beginning of the second 
century, tried to introduce the doc- 
trine of justification by faith alone, 
and prevented his friends from using 
lawful means to save his life ; others 
followed his pernicious example, and 
in a short time martyrdom was sought 
after instead of being shunned. The 
leaders of the Church now began to 
receive undue reverence from the peo- 
ple, and thus began saint-worship. 
Justin also flourished in this century, 
and seems to be the first of any note 
in the Christian Church, who favored 
vain philosophy, and adulterated the 
pure words of God; and, although he 
maintained the doctrine of Scripture 
on faith and good works, he gave way 
to other errors, which, though small 
at the beginning, afterwards grew and 
matured, having the sanction of so 
early a father as he was. In the year 
of our Lord 160, Marcion commenced 
his noted heresy, which was the re- 
jection of the Old Testament, the 
mutilation of the New, and the denial 
of the humanity of Christ. Polycarp 
wrote against these errors, but sanc- 
tioned asceticism, and tanght it as a 
virtue. Many other errors crept in 
in this century, errors which after- 
wards became the bone and sinew of 
the Romish Church. Immediate reve- 
lation, the only true source of hea- 
venly knowledge, was denied in this 
as in after ages, as we find in the case 
of Attalus, who claimed to have been 
told in a vision, that Alcibiades and 
others were wrong in many of their 
practices; but then, as now, he was 
only laughed at for his presumption. 
€ are not prepared to say whether 
the vision was from God or not, but 


mention this to show that revelation, | 
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| purporting to be from heaven, wy 
denied even then.) About this periad 
Dionysius wrote to Pyntus, not tom. 
force celibacy upon the people, 
soon had this horrible practice ings 
duced itself into the Church. Atth 
same time all the fathers were involpl 
in dispute. Victor, Bishop of Rome 
wishing to assert his supremacy, 
communicated the Bishops of Asa 
and they in turn retaliated. In» 
ference to this, Pope says, 

“For forms of faith let graceless biguts 

fight, 
His can’t be wrong, whose life is inth 
right.” 

In the beginning of the third centary, 
we bave Tertullian signing with t 
cross, Praxeas and his Trinity eron 
Clemens of Alexandria, extull.ng Plato 
and the Grecian philosophy, whid 
our Lord and his Aposties forbade th 
people having anything to do wit; 
and even in our day, we have may 
professing ministers of the Gospel 
who follow after vain philosophy lit 
Clemens, instead of adhering to the 
plain principles of the Gospel. Magy 
are very fond of quoting Ongen s 
an authority on certain matters, bu 
he; like others, was a blind leaderd 
the blind. He it was who introduced 
the modern Christian style of spiritus 
izing the word of God ; he might als 
be classed as one of the founded 
monasticism ; he also became a eunud 
Beryllus, Bishop of Bostra, was hate 
for his good acts, but we find him 
be among the first who propagated 
error that the Savior had no pr 
existence. We learn from 4 
written by Cyprian, that the -— 
had very much declined in — 
of this (the second) century. "¢ 
from what our Lord tells us in 4 
tion, that such was the case 2 Soe 
latter part of the first century. tell 
foolish, then, is it for ment “ 
to take our models from the pnm 
Church, after it ceased to be ate 
by Revelation, the only true Nore 
government. In this the 
tus and Novatian separated Hert, 
Church on points of doctrine. ©. 
also, we have the mode of 
changed, although it had oe 
defenders, more perhaps than 


other time from the Apostles 
present day. 
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frican Bishop, to vse wine in the 
of water. By this 
e see that transubstantiation, and 
12 withholding of the cup from the 
ty, had not yet commenced. He 
so asserted that the end of the world 


as at hand. 

| vag In the year 277, the Manichwan 
heresy commenced. Nepos, Bishop 
eI: f Lower Egypt, wrote his millennial 


rors, but was refuted by Dionysius, 
Bishop of Alexandria. Arius taught 
that there was a time when the Son 
of God was not, that he had his be- 
ginning when born of Mary. A coun- 
eil was then called at Nice, to settle 
this and other difficulties, and at this 
council an attempt was made to pre- 
vent the Bishops from cohabiting with 
their wives, by which we learn that 
celibacy was not yet in full force 
amongst the clergy. In this century 
the good St. Anthony separated him- 
slf from the world, to live in the 
fields, and tried to make men believe 
that he lived without food. In this 
we find the fruits of false sanctity, 
' the seeds of which were planted by 
Origen, and so much admired and 
venerated in after ages. Here we 
must quit, and refer our readers to 
Milner and Mosheim for further in- 
furmation on these points. 

We will now conclude our remarks 
on the first, second and third centu- 
nes, In the words of one of the writers 
inthose days. In the year 366, we 
find Ammius speaking thus of the 
Bishopsp—‘‘ When I consider their 
magnificence and grandeur, I do not 
deny but that those who are ambitious 
of this dignity, ought to use all their 
endeavors to arrive at it, since they, 
by this means, procure a certain settle- 
ment, where they are enriched by the 
olering of the ladies. They ride in 
chariots richly clothed, and feast so 
splendidly, that their tables surpass 
those of kings.” Such is an account 
rise the pen of one who lived in the 
ays of those would-be legal succes- 
om of the Apostles, who went as 

tar Pp, to preach the Gos- 
pe - ut these jobbers in men’s 
~~ ae their successors of the pre- 
“e ays who preach for hire and di- 

or money, did not believe in the 
Words of their Master and King. They 
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had been hired” by the e, were 
the people’s ministers, and looked to 
the people for their wages, every one 
to his quarter for his gain, as the Pro- 
phet foretold. Well might he say 
concerning them and the times in 
which they lived, ‘‘ The earth also is 
defiled under the inhabitants thereof, 
because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, and bro- 
ken the everlasting covenant” But 
the ministers who believe in God, and 
are commissioned by him, look to him 
for their hire. One of them could 
say, ‘‘I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith : henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day.” This was 
the hope of Paul. When on the —_ 
of a martyr’s grave, he could console 
himself with the thought that he had 
kept the form of words delivered to 
him, and earnestly enjoins all others 
to do so likewise. Nothing daunted 
at the death before him, nor dismayed 
by the trial of having to witness the 

owth of evil in the churches he 
abored so hard to establish, his words 
to his son Timothy were, not to be 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ Jesus. 
Nor does he conceal from him the 
defections which were taking place, 
nor flatter him with the hopes of a 
better state of things to come, before 
the restoration of the Gospel, and the 
second advent of the Lord. Nay, it 
is the progress of evil he predicts. 
‘‘This thou knowest, that all they 
which are in Asia be turned away 
from me.” This had come to pass, 
and of the future he said, ‘* This 
know also, that in the last days peril- 
ous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
holy, without natural affection, truce- 
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are 
gud, traitors, heady, highminded, 
overs of pleasure more than lovers of 
God ; having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof.” Ow 
characteristic is this of the times we 
live in, and what gives point and em- 
phasis to the traits here enumerated 


is, that they are all found in connection 
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with a form of godliness. ‘All kinds 
or evil were to run rampant and un- 
controlled, but still be sanctioned by 
a form of godliness without the power. 
Such were Paul’s anticipations of the 
future of the Church. Thanks be to 
God for a better hope to us. 
was inspired to see in the midst of 
this darkness and chaos, a light in the 
message brought by a glorious angel 
to the earth. He says thus in the 
14th chapter of Revelation, and the 
6th verse, ‘‘ I saw another angel fly in 
the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting Gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 


people, saying with a loud voice, Fear | 


God, and give glory to him, for the 
hour of his jndgment is come.” We 


testify that the anvel came to earth, | 


and committed the Gospel to Joseph 
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' Smith, and he to others, 1 
sands now rejoice under jt 
'and Elders are faithfully warning th 
inhabitants of the earth, that the hog 
of God’s judgment is come, alld thas 
in order to escape, they must 
of the sins mentioned by the Apostle 
Paul, be baptized in water for ther 
mission of them, have the hands 
the Apostles and Elders laid on they 
for the baptism of the Holy Spigit 
_and then gather out from the evilg 
old Babylon, for her cup is neatly 
full, and the time near when the ey 
'of the martyrs from under the aly. 
cease to come up into the 
the Lord of Sabaoth, and the earth 
will be cleansed from her wickedneg 
by the baptism of tire. Let us, there 
; fore, be up and doing while it 18 called 
day, for the night cometh when » 
can work. 


Inti] thoy, 


8 bless 


repent 
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CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS. 
Written at Great Salt Lake City, Feb. 1858. 
At thirteen years of age, while 

passing through Farmington meadows, 
in the depth of winter, the roads were 
drifted with snow; and in an ex- 
ceedingly biusterin,; day, I became so 
chilled and overcome with cold, that 
I could not travel. I crawled into 
the hollow of a large apple tree. A 
man in the distance seeing me go in, 
hastened to my rescue, realizing my 
danger fully than [ did. When 
he arrived at the spot, I had fallen 
asleep, and was nearly insensible ; he 
had much difficulty in arousing me to 
a sense of my situation. He procured 
means to carry me to my father’s 
house, and through a kind Providence, 
my life was again preserved. 

At fourteen years of age, I split my | 

left instep open with an ax, which | 


| went nearly through my foot; It wis 
nine months getting well. . 
At fifteen years of age, I was bitte 
in my left hand by a mad dog mn te 
last stage of hydrophobia. He dented 
my hand with his teeth, but did not 
draw blood, and I was again je 
served, through the mercies of Gu 
from an awful death. ee 
At the age of seventeen, I was riding 
a very ill-tempered horse that deve 
not acquainted with ; and while a 
down a very steep rocky hill, : 
horse taking advantage of the 
suddenly leaped from the road, an 


ran down the steep, amid the rocks, 


} 


full speed, and 
throw me 0 
up, and attempted to 


his head upon the rocks ; 
f his head, grasp 
as with a death gmp, 
be dash 


upon the top o 
hold of each ear “ 
expecting every moment to 
to the rocks. W 
this. position, sitting astride 0 - 
neck, with no bridle to guide him 0 
his ears, he plunged down t A 
under full speed, until he ran. e ! 
a rock, and was dashed to the gre 
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nt over both his head and the 
rocks, about one rod, and struck the 

round square on my feet, being the 
only thing visible that saved my life ; 
for, had I struck upon any other part 
of my body, it must have killed me 
instantly ; as it was, my bones crushed 
from under me as though they were 
reeds, It broke my left leg in two 
places, and put out both my ankles in 
4 shocking manner, and the horse 
came near rolling over me in his strug- 
gles to get up. My uncle, Titus 
Woodruff, saw me fall, got assistance, 
and carried me to his house. I lay 
from 2 p.i. till 10, without medical 
aid; then my father arrived, bringing 
Dr. Swift, of Farmington, with him, 
who set my bones, boxed up my 
limbs, and carried me in his carriage 
eivt miles that night to my father’s. 
My sufferings were very great. I had 
gol attention, however, and in eight 
weeks I was out-doors upon my 
crutches. 

In 1827, while attempting to clear 
the ice out of a water-wheel, standing 
pun the wheel with one arm around 
the shaft, a man hoisted the gate, and 
let a full head of water upon it. As 
soon as the water struck the wheel it 
started, feet slipped into the 
wheel, but L immediately plunged 
lead foremost over the rim into about 
three feet of water, and my weight 
drew my legs out of the wheel, or I 
should have been drawn under a 
shaft and crushed to death. 

In 1851, while having charge of the 
flouring mill in Collinsville, Connecti- 
cut, 1 was standing inside of a breast 
wheel, 20 feet in diameter, upon one 
of the irins near the top, clearing out 
the ice, when a full head of water was 
let on to it. The wheel immediately 
started; but 1 dropped my ax and 
leaped through it to the bottom, by 
the shaft and arms, about twenty feet; 
asIstruck the bottom of the wheel, 
was r out against a ragged stone 
wall, with only about two feet clear- 
ance between it and the wheel. The 
wheel caught me and rolled me out 


I we 


hilly 


nyself without any bones broken, but 
with some bruises and much fright. 

the winter of 1831, while in 
“ew Hartford, Ct., I passed through 
“ severe course of lung fever. 
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into the water below, where I found ! 
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In 1833, the day I was baptizedj 
one of my borses, newly sharp sh 
kicked my hat off my head, and,h 
he struck two inches lower, would 
probably have killed me instantly, In 
ten minutes afterwards, while drivi 
the same team down a hill, on a sleigh 
without any box, the bottom boards 
slipped forward under the roller and 
caught the ground, turned endwise; 
and fell on the horses’ backs, throw- 
ing me between the horses; they ran 
to the bottom of the hill, dragging me 
with the lines, head foremost, with 
the sleigh on top of me, about twenty 
rods over a smooth snow path; Il es- 
caped unharmed, fhowever, in the 
midst of both dangers. } 
In 1834, while travelling in Zion’s 
Camp in Missouri, a rifle was acc 
dentally discharged, and the ball 
passed through three tents, with about 


‘twelve men in each, and lodged in # 


wagon axle-tree, while a man was 
standing behind it, and injured no 
one. It passed within a few inches 
of my breast, and many others es- 


_caped as narrowly as myself. 


A few months afterwards a musket, 
heavily loaded with buckshot, was 
accidentally snapped within a few feet 
of me, with the muzzle pointed at my 
breast ; it had a good flint and was 
well primed, but it missed fire, and 
my life was again preserved. 

In April 1839, in Rochester, [linois, 


I was riding upon the running gears 


_of a wagon without a box, sitting upon 


the forward axle-tree, when the bolt, 
fastening the coupling pole, came out, 
which left the hind wheels; and my 
weight on the forward bolster and 
tongue, turned the coupling pole over 
on to the horses, turning the es 
upside down, and shut me up fast be- 
tween the bolster and tongue, but in 
such a manner that my head and 
shoulders dragged on the ground ; 
my horses took fright, and ran out 
into an open prairie, and dragged me 
in this position for about half a mile. 
I managed to guide them with my 
left hand, so as to run them intoa 
corner of a high worm fence, where 
we landed in a pile together. Iwas 
considerably bruised, but escaped 
without any broken bones. 

July 23, 1842.—President J 


Smith sent me from Nauvoo to St. 
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Louis to procure a stock of paper. I 


went down upon a steamboat; was| my strength left me, my } 7 
six days on the way, during which | ped, and I felt as shongl te 
time was severely attacked with | with death. 

bilious fever. The day I mademy| Sept. 12, 1843. —At five o'clock 
purchase, the fever was so high I was| p.m., I left Boston on the exp 
scarcely sensible of what I was doing. | train for Portland. While pass 

As soon as I made my purchase and | through Chesterwoods, six miles sonth 


ot my freight on board, I took my | of Kennebunk, after dark, and while 
rth, and lay there until I arrived at | going at full speed, we struck one of 
Nauvoo on the 10th of August. I 


the rails which some persons had 
was confined to my bed forty days, | raised by rolling a log under it, and 
and passed through the most severe | landed in a pile; three cars wer 
fit of sickness I ever endured ; my life | filled with passengers, and their lives 
was despaired of by many of my| were saved by having a long train of 
friends. I was administered to by | freight between the passenger cars and 
President Smith and the Twelve ; my | the engine; all of them were mashed 
life was preserved by the power of | to pieces; the engineer was killed, 
God. I took a relapse twice after I 


some of the passengers had bones 
began to recover ; once while in Coun- | broken ; I escaped unhurt. 


(To be continued.) \ 
aA 


cil with the Presidency and Tye 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 1865. bli 

POPULAR OPINION—ITS VALUE IN THE WORLD. 

WERE men to consider properly and in all its bearings, the message delivered , 


to them by the Latter-day Saints, and the nature of the principles compre 
hended in that message, we would reasonably suppose that they would study 
and investigate, and that instead of striving to retard the spread of these doe- 
trines, each would vie with the other in their efforts to grant men the privilege 
of hearing them, of considering their claims to truth or divinity, and acting 
accordingly. Yet, there seems to be such a natural repugnance exhibited by 
man to paying the slightest attention to anything beyond what has been gene- 
rally accepted by the world’s oracles, that no matter how plain and apparent 
the necessity for something different transpiring upon earth, or the likelihood 
that that system professing to be the thing requisite, will really fulfil all the 
expectations of the human race, men will pass it by unheeded, or condemn its 
propagators unheard, simply because it would be subversive of, and injurious 
to systems of superstition, destroying that false peace in which they have” 
long rejoiced, and opening up to them the hollowness and transparency of the 
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nsed to blind mankind, the inability of their creeds to cope with 
ing evils, and the falsity of the doctrines which they had so long believed 
j cherished. The fault seems to lie in the substitution of authority for 
onal knowledge and experience, and the reverential respect accorded to 
opinions of those who flourished centuries ago, instead of the living testi- 
nies borne to the truth to-day, a principle the carrying out of which has 
ays been injurious to the development of truth within the mind, and its 
nd and progress throughout the world. If men were to learn that the im- 
ting of one truth within the soul, is but the forerunner and herald of 
ny more, and that the only way to arrive at truth is by the cultivation of 
lom, they would begin to understand that it was their duty to encourage 
pvigorous action of mind, to teach it to lean for help on itself, and the 
ngth God would impart unto it, instead of yielding a mere theoretical 
lief to the sayings of those whose writings, now freed from the envy of con- 
poraries, appear complete and perfect, and whose characters viewed 
rough the mists of centuries, seem bright and virtuous. The fanlts of which 
yh men were guilty, are passed over in silence, the principles they professed 
imired for their beauty, the inspiration to which they laid claim acknowledged 
being truthful, their names canonized and revered, tgmples reared to their 
ynory, statues crected in their honor ; and yet, look to the fact standing out 
» bold relief, and giving the lie to the professed reverence of the world, that 
be very same principles advocated by men living amongst them to-day, are 
pughed at and derided as chimeras bred in the fertile brain of some enthusiast 
rianatic. It was this which the Savior condemtied so forcibly,—‘‘ Woe unto 
ou, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the 
rophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, If we had been 
u the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them im the , 
ood of the prophets. Wherefore be ye witnesses unto yourselves, that ye 
ae the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the mea- 
sure of your fathers.” The world wonder to-day why the Jews could be so 
blind as to reject their Messiah, but, if we begin to look to the nature of his 
uivent, their motives for rejecting and crucifying him appeared, doubtless, 
ssreasonable and conclusive to them, as mens’ do who deny the authenticity of 
the message spoken to the human family to-day. Did they not read in the 
book of the law, that the Lord would raise up a Prophet like unto Moses, 
whom they were to hear in all things; but was not this the carpenter’s son, 
without any beauty or comeliness that they should desire him? Did he not 
one out of Galilee, and did the prophecies not point to Bethlehem as the 
Place of his nativity? Were his goings forth not to be for everlasting, and of 
4 increase of his power and dominion to be ne end; but did this professed 
lessiah not say he should be lifted up on the cross, and draw all men after 
lim? Such were the objections with which the Scribes and Parisees satisfied 
themselves, when they rejected his counsel and crucified him. And now turn 
7 the religious and the learned of to-day, and see if their actions to the ser- 
- : God do not agree with the treatment bestowed upon Jesus and his 
‘he : i hundred years ago. The Jews had Moses and the Prophets, 
; ord to-day has Peter, James, John and Paul. Moses and Isaiah and 
éeremiah and David, testified of the advent of a Savior and Redeemer, and 
fe and John ana Paul, of the restoration of the Gospel, and yet neither 

Ud believe! If the Pharisees had lived in the days of Moses, ‘‘ they would 
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not have murmured against him,” had they lived in the days of Isaiah «4, 
would have preserved him from death,” and yet they denied the “ Holy 
and the Just, and killed the Prince of life!” If the inhabitants of moe 
Christendom had lived in the days of Jesus, “they would have rallied aryl 
him, and placed him on the throne of Israel,” and yet they close their ay 


nece 
the proclamation of that very Gospel for which He and his Apostles mfg and 
and died! The Prophets had foretold that ‘‘ the children of Israel sho deb: 
abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrif siti¢ 
and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim? § the 
seven liundred years before the birth of Christ, no Prophet had lived among hat 
them ; at his advent there was none but a lineal deseendant of Aaron who bad sel 
the Levitical Priesthood, to minister before the altar; they searched th tru 
Scriptures, they read them daily in their synagogues, they deemed eternal liq m} 
was to be gained through belief in them, those Scriptures testified of th ob 


coming of the Messiah, spoke of the happy results that would follow the accep 
ance and establishment of his Gospel, and yet they spurned his offer, af 


brought down the vengeance of heaven upon their devoted heads. Now lod bi 
to the analogy. After the divinity of Jesus had been acknowledged, and th hi 
authority of his disciples recognized, they went forth organizing the Churd p 
and prophesy:ng as to its future development. ‘‘ God,” said they, “gr 0 
some, apostles ; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists ; and some, pi \ 
tors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the mum Q 
stry, for the edifying of the body of Christ : till we all come in the unity d | 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, wl 


the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ ;” they told the Saints that 
false teachers should come amongst them, but that in the latter dispensatidl, 
the fulness of the Gospel should be restored, the Spirit of the Lord poured ot 
upon all flesh, and the Redeemer come to Zion, and unto them that bal 
turned from transgression in Jacob ; and when after long centuries of darknes 
and bondage, a voice from heaven broke the silence, an Almighty am bunt 
the chains of Satan, and bid the captives go free, they were as deaf to the 
message proclaimed, as the Jews to the voice of their Redeemer, as indifleret 
to the works performed by men at their doors, as were Israel to the labors 
their Lord in the streets of Jerusalem, and on the hill-sides of Judea. Whet 
we look at the question in this light, then the ‘‘ strong arguments” brought by 
the world against the divinity of Joseph Smith’s mission, the administrava 
of angels, the authenticity of new revelation, become weak and insignificall, 
and may be classed in the category of those adopted by the Jews, not eves 
having the charm of novelty to recommend them to the consideration d 
reflective men. 

The ground upon which Christians take their stand when the articles of thet 
belief are assailed, or the veracity of Scripture impugned, is, This Book claus 
to bea revelation given by God unto man, and we hold that were It - 
nothing else than the high position it assumes, and the professedly supen* 
the it advocates, it demands the careful attention and 

mankind, and is it too muc 


to listen to this ; onght it not to be a paramount duty, obligatory upe? 
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to search into the nature of its claims, and weigh the evidences of its divinity, 
instead of silencing its heralds, and barring their progress in society? By this 
method men lose materially. Refuse to hearken to the propounders of ‘any 
new principle, and, since if what they believe be true, what yon believe must 
necessarily be false, you lose the opportunity of exchanging truth for falsehood 
and error, if it be false, and other men hearken to it, and believe in it, you 
debar yourself from the privilege of warning them of their danger by the expo- 
sition of its falsity. Still, this is the course adopted by the majority of men at 
the present time. They yield obedience to some well-recognized belief, .per- 
haps on account of its popularity or some other reasun, without making them- 
selves acquainted with its nature, or taking a plan by which to prove the 
truth of its assertions. They hear it propounded by its own teachers, who 
might be supposed to be interested in its propagation, but will hearken to no 
objections raised as to its truth, or its adaptability to the requirements of 
man; and so, they never place themselves in a favorable position for the re- 
ception of any other truth, supposing their belief to be devoid of that attri- 
bute. But, when we look to the belief of the Latter-day Saints, we find it 
has been embraced upon a different principle. They have not only heard it 
proclaimed by its own adherents, but listened to its claims discussed by its 
opponents, and objections brought to bear upon its validity. They have 
weighed the evidences for and against it, have gone to Him who hears and 
answers prayer, and asked his Spirit to guide them into the truth, and that 
key has opened the storehouse of truth to them, and granted them the know- 
ledge they rejoice in ! 

It would be absurd for men to take up an opinion, and then seek out reasons 
for the upholding of that opinion, and yet this is daily practiced by hundreds. 
A man adopts some opinion after a mere cursory glance at it, and does,mot 
begin to meditaté on its nature, or search out reasons for becoming a convert 
to it, until it is opposed by some other opinion, and then, aithough he might 
by contrast see the error he had indulged im, still, his reputation for matured 
judgment and consistent actions might be lessened, were he to renounce his 
creed and confess his error; and so he is content to plod along in the eld 
beaten track, the still small voice of conscience sometimes rising up in triumph 
above the weak, inane arguments which his love for human respect brings 
forward. This passion for human respect has been the ruin of many, and has 
aclose connection with moral cowardice, that fruitful source of everything 
base, ignoble and wicked. As civilization advances it increases. Amongst 
so-called barbarian nations, where every man’s hand is openly against his 
neighbor, he cares little what that neighbor thinks of him; but as knowledge 
and civilization spread, and peace prevails, character assumes a new and 
heretofore unknown value, public opinion begins to act, and things are re- 
ferred to that tribunal instead of being tested by the law of God. It is to-day, 
as it was anciently amongst the Loctrians. The proposer of any new law 
stood in the public assembly with his neck in a halter, and if the yoice of the 
People was in opposition to the law, the rope was tightened, and the aspirant 
to popular suffrage strangled. And similar has been the fate of almost overy 
teacher of any ‘new principle, whether in the thevlogical, the eonial, ane 
scientific world. Prophets came to earth, and raised their voices amongst 
men, and yet their holy heralding of fature times, swept over the world as UD~ 
heeded as the breezes over the rugged crown of Ararat; men, inspired as the 
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forerunners of Gospel light and liberty, went forth and discovered continent, 
bridged oceans, brought down the lightning as their servant, carried commeng 
and trade to every quarter of the globe, and made the heathen mythology anj 
the labors of ancient gods and goddesses pale before the triumphs of mind 
the achievements of labor; and yet the world has been slow in recognizing 
their merits. In prison, in poverty, on the scaffold, at the stake, have ther 
lives begun and ended ; and then, after they have fought life’s battle, and laid 
down to rest, a tardy and repentant world has gathered flowers, and, in solem 
mockery, wreathed the tombs of the dead with the garlands denied the browse 


supply 


800 
the living. It has been through mind acting for itself, through men daring to be amp 
free, that reformations have been effected, that the encrustations of centuries trict, 


have been swept from the heart of humanity, and men have breathed in free 
dom and in peace. To this the world owes the civilization, the moral and 
religious liberty it enjoys to-day. A few brave, honest men, acting according 
to the light that was within them, flying from tyranny and oppression, sought 
an asylum in a far western land, and that noble band of pilgrim fathers wa 
the germ of the American Republic. A Cistercian monk, rising up in bold 
defiance of Pope and Pontiff, heralded that mighty convulsion which over. 
turned kingdoms, and caused empires to totter and fall. Those men are canon- 
ized now, nay, almost deified ; poets have chaunted their praises, |painten 
have depicted their triumphs, and yet, to-day, when in the midst of as mud 
spiritual tyranny and oppression as reigned in the days of Luther, although 
disguised under the mask of civilization, men strive to work out practically 
this same principle, the world sneer and laugh, raise their voice in derision, 
and use every effort to crush its power and stay its progress. And yet, look 
at the results following this. A quicker advance in moral and intellectual 
development, a unity in all things, an organization firm and strong, defying 
all the attacks of its enemies, and a faith which, breaking down the middle 
wall of partition, enables man to look beyond the mists of time, the cares of 
the world, and behold earth’s children ransomed and redeemed from sin and 
Satan. If men would wish to see the world improve, and roll ‘‘ down the 
ringing grooves of change,” let them act for themselves, ‘‘ prove all things, 
hold fast to that which is good,” and a time will assuredly come, bringing that 
which is perfect, and enabling all to “see eye to eye, and face to face.” 


NEWS FROM HOME. 


—— () 


Soe have received files of the Deseret News and Daily Telegraph up to the 3rd 
t. President Brigham Young, accompanied by Elders John Taylor, Wilford 


Woodruff, George A. Smith, Franklin ' of 
D.R G , Cannon, 
the Quorum of the Twelve. ; ichards and George Q 


wre ve, and other brethren, left the City on the morning 
the above day, on a visit to the settlements in Cache Valley. They purpo# 

being absent about a week. Improvements were progressing in the 
ments. The inhabitants of Cache Valley had erected a magnificent mill 
Logan, and were then completing a fine bridge of upwards of one hundred feet 
ce Bear river, about eight or nine miles north of Logan. The w™ 
er had begun. Grass and clover were springing up rapidly, and apricot 
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and peaches bursting into blossom. » Indications were favorable for a plentiful 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


SovrnaMPTON CONFERENCE.—Elder OC. W. Stayner, writing from South- 
smpton on the 3rd inst., speaks favorably of the state of matters in this dis- 
trict, and says that préspects are good for a future increase. 

Dersy Conrerexce.—Elder Lorenzo D, Rudd, writing from Derby on the 
6th inst., says :—‘‘ We have baptized fifteen or sixteen in this Conference 
since I came here, but they have been principally those who formerly belonged 
tothe Church. There are some who have been here for a number of years, 
and lost many opportunities of gathering, and seem now to have become in- 
different to the responsibility resting upon them. There are also good Saints 
in the Conference, who are doing all they can to build up Zion, and save 
themselves from this wicked and untoward generation. My desire is to do 
right, and teach saving principles to all men. I am doing all I can to spread 
the truths of the Gospel, and clear my garments of the blood of the people, I 
believe, however, that before much more good is accomplished in this Confe- 
rence, the Lord will have to preach to the people by the voice of plagues, of 
war and famine, of thunder, lightnings and earthquakes, that will make them 
all tremble. When I preach in the open air to large assemblies, I strive to 
make plain the truths of heaven, and use arguments which they cannot contro- 
vert. They acknowledge that all is very plain, but cannot see that they are 
obliged to receive it. They have eyes, but they see not, ears, but they hear 
not ; truly, deep sleep has come upon them, and it will require more than the 
simple testimony of the word to awaken them. I know that the Lord has 
blessed me since I came or this mission, as well as on my former mission, and 
all of my life. My heart swells with gratitude unto him, and I desire to live 
to see Zion redeemed and built up in righteousness, overcome every evil prin- 
aple, and do a great and good work on the earth.” 

LINcoLNSHIRE Robert Watson, jun., writing from 
Grantham on the 7th inst., says :—‘‘ I am in good health, for which I feel to 
thank my heavenly Father, and am visiting all I can amongst the Saints..1 
wish to do all the good that lies in my power for the furtherance of the cause 
of truth, and have never felt sorry that I have been counted worthy to sisist 
in proclaiming the of salvation; as I have, and am still, learning ae 
*xperience that will do me in the future.” vaye 

Hou patina John Nicholson writes from Hull on the xd 
inst., and says :—‘‘ I wish, through these few simple lines, to bear. my, testi- 
mony to the {ruth of the Latter-day Gospel. convinced of 
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sing. And yet man forgets this, and seems to think he knows best what is 
necessary for the well-being of the Church, and the carrying out and accom. 
plishment of the Divine purposes. The Prophets foresaw that the truths of 
heaven should be for a time superseded by the commandments of men, but 
that in the latter dispensation, the Gospel #hould be restored in all its ancient 
fulness and purity. We are bearing testimony that this event has transpired, 
and that God is gathering out his chosen from amongst the nations of the 
earth, in order that they may escape the judgments coming upon the ungodly, 
and that through the establishment of these principles, earth and man may 
become purified and redeemed. When we consider those things, we find we 
have something to live for, to assist in building up the kingdom of heaven, 
and preparing a Tabernacle for the Lord, where he may dwell when he comes 
to rule amongst his faithful Saints. The thought ef these things, and of the 
reward of faithfulness, even eternal life, is sufficient to bear ‘us up through 
this probation with all its troubles and trials, and fit us.for a place in the 
celestial kingdom.” 

SCANDINAVIAN Misston.—Elder Charles Widerborg, writing from Copen- 
hagen on the 30th ult., says :—‘‘ Last Sunday I attended a very good Confe 
rence meeting at Malino, Scona Conference, Sweden, where I met with bro- 
ther John Sharp, jun. Brother Sprague is travelling in the Conference of the 
Islands, as well as brother Felt. Their commnications are cheering, and good 
prospects are reported.” 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Enotanp.—The Princess of Wales gave birth to a son the 3rd instant. On 
the 27th ult., the last mile of the Atlantic Telegraph Cable was completed, and 
wound through the last of the covering machines, in the presence of the most 
distinguished electricians and engineers, and leading scientific men. The 
cable is 2300 nautical miles, or, in rough numbers about 2600 miles long. 
There are no less than 25,000 miles of copper wire in the conductor, about 
35,000 miles of iron wire in the outside covering, and upwards.of 400,000 
miles of strands of hemp—more than enough in all, to go twenty-four times 
round the world. It has been made mile by mile, joined up in long lengths of 
700 or 800 miles, and shipped on board the Great tern into three enormous 
tanks. The first of these is 51 ft. in diameter, the second, 58 ft. 6 in., and the 
third 68 ft. The first will hold a coil of 630 miles of cable, the second one of 
840, and the third one of 830. The tanks themselves, with water and their 
contents of cable, weigh in all upwards of 6,000 tons, . The mere cable, how- 
ever, is but an item in the mass of heavy weights the Great Eastern will have 
to carry on this occasion. Her draught of water will be rather over than under 
30 feet, and, all told, her weights, when starting from Valentia, will come 
the stupendous mass of 18,000 tons.—A fearful accident occurred on the 7th 
inst.; on the Great Western Railway, near Shrewsbury, to a return excursion 
train from. Birkenhead, Chester, dc. The train was a very heayy one, consi 
ang of 51 or 32 carriages, containing from 800, to 1000 people, two engines 
being attached to it in front. It was moving along at a very rapid 
say 40 niles an hour—when the oscillation consequent tpon this rate of speed, 
changed into absolute bumping, and the train entered ‘upon an incline: Itis 
supposed that the rails having been undergoing repair, were unable to bear the 
‘heavy weight pressing upon them ; however, the first engine was thrown of 


its course, and then run violently against by the engine following, which, 2 


turn b 
thie 
nia tin 
| 
ay we 
sant | 
arch 
Not 
“i 
Wi 
Mouth 
it 
mary: 


VARIETING. 


tum became displaced by violence..of ¢he collision, and then the 
ding carriages followed pell-mell one on top. of each. other, smashing in 
which were subject to the: first shook, like: so much tinder, «and 
sisting and maiming, in a most shocking manner, the unfortunate and 
‘ness inmates. Ten persons were killed on the spot; between thirty and 
seriously injured—some of them, it is feared, fatally; 
sount of property has been destroyed. On the same day a passenger tr 

L» London to Bristol, was run into by @ mail train, and five persons were | 
rowsly injured.—On the 8th inst., “Dr, belonging to the 
of England, was admitted to the Arehibishopric of Westminster, 
to Cardinal Wiseman.—Karl Russell has. issued a letter stating, that 

ler Majesty’s Government being of opinion that neutral nations cannot bat 

wider the civil war in North América as at an end, and recognizing that 

ww has been restored within the whole territory of which the United States 

Noth America, before the commencétient” of the ¢tivil war, were is ‘un 

sured possession, Her Majesty’s several authorities in all ports; harbors 

i vaters, must henceforth refuse permission to any vessel of war, carrying & 

miederate flag, to enter such ports, and all Confederate vessels in port after 

be issue of the above proclamation, are forthwith.to depart from them. 4 
Avzrica.—President Johnson issued a proclamation, re-opening the | 
Inihen ports to foreign commerce, from and after the Ist day of July, that 

wmercial intercourse with those~ ports-may be carried on from that time 

ubject to the laws of the United States. The United States disavow to all 

yenovs trading or attempting to trade in any port, in violation of the laws, all 

etence of belligerent rights and privileges ; and from: the date of ‘the pro 

tamation, all such offendors be held and dealt with ‘as 
~ jury of the District of Columbia, had bronght in a true b against 
dferson Davis and Senator Breckenridge for bigh treason, It was rumored 
ui Kirby Smith was negotiating for the surrender of his entire army. Le VF 
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An eloquent clerzyman, famous for his extempors ems appeals, was complimented 
by‘an + parishioner the other day on the of his extrumpery discourses. 
Areal genuine backwoodsman thus describes his She is a feeler! 
ode bear when she was thirteen, and now she'll whip her weight im wild eat 


Agentleman was walki the Birkenhead docks, when his attention'wae 
to the floating chures, Abt” he exclaimed, it’s High or Low 
weording to the state of the tide” 
At the Lewinsville skirmish the colonel of the 19th ¥ 
net ducking their heads as the shells fell about, rode 
hen, “Boys, hold up your heads, and..act. like.men.” dis 
der shell burst within a few yarde of him, sesttering the fragt 
pautvely he jerked his head almostto the saddle bo , While his horse sgt 
helene he raised up and reined in his steed, 


When preachers do indulge in okes, they gern 
lt, Away down Kast, & clergyman Waa receD charged 

bis wife from a revival meeting, and compelled her to ge 
let the story travel along until he had fair 
charged with the offence, he replied a8 
“ever atlempted to influence. my wile, im her views, BOF 
amy, m wife bas not attended any of the re 

have not myself attended any of the 
neither my wife nor myself has apy 

never had a wife,” 
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